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Pre-Reading 
Think about a time you have lost a friend because of a fight or because of him/her moving away.  How did you feel?  
What did you do? 
___________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Vocabulary 
uneven (adj) - a number that cannot be divided into two equal whole number parts 
even (adj) - a number that can be divided into two equal whole number parts 
bear (verb) - to handle 
mood (noun) - a state of emotion 
stumble (verb) - to trip 
steady (verb) - to make still 
 
Background Information 
Deepavali, or Diwali for short, is an Indian holiday known as the festival of lights. Hindu children and adults alike 
light many oil lamps and fireworks on Deepavali to celebrate the return of King Ram, a Hindu god, who had, 
according to Indian legends, just fought a war against the Sri Lankan king for having kidnapped Sita, Rama’s wife.  
According to the legend, when Ram returned, the people of his hometown Ayodhya, lit rows (avail) of lamps 
(deepa) to welcome their king back from a 14-year exile. People of other religions also celebrate the holiday in India 
and Nepal, including Jains, Sikhs, Buddhists, and Christians. 
 
Class Discussion Question 
Why do you think the Williams were so interested in the celebration? 
 
Reading Comprehension Answers 
1) d (Cause and Effect) 
2) a (Context Clues) 
3) d (Cause and Effect) 
4) a (Conflict Resolution) 
5) Answers will vary. 
 
Vocabulary Answers 
1) b 
2) a  
3) d 
4) c 
5) b 
 
Special Project 
Divide students into four groups: Jains, Sikhs, Buddhists, and Christians.  Have students report back why each group 
celebrates Deepavali/Diwali. 


